Brentano argues that the Naples bust was carved in preparation for the effigy of the pope on Paul's tomb; but the tomb commission dates from 1549, while Della Porta was already paid in December 1546 for 'un ritratto del Papa.' It is highly likely that this payment relates to the marble bust in question, and not to another (bronze) bust, given that a year later he was explicitly paid for a portrait in bronze. It is possible of course that this payment was for one of the other two marble portraits of the pope, but since they are all quite similar, the original commission probably dates to 1546. See 
